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What we’ve achieved!

Happy New Year from DBE!
by Rebecca Smith

As we enter the new year with
high hopes and happy memories,
we’d like to share with you the
best times and accomplishments
by
Rebeccato
Smith
brought
us by 2017. Before
leaping into the months ahead,
we would like to thank all those
involved in yet another successful
year at Deafblind Enablement.
Thank you, everyone, for all your
hard work and dedication over
the last twelve months! With the
help of our wonderful staff,
supporters and service users, we
are thrilled to continue striving
toward our mission: enabling
people who live with dual-sensory
loss to learn new skills, develop
existing ones, and gain access to
their community with dignity,
respect, control and choice.

December
2017

What we’ve been up to!

Witness a year’s worth of exciting events
on Page 3 & 4

bookings in the last twelve
months alone! In response to an
annual feedback form, an
amazing 100 percent of
participants would recommend
our service to others!

Happy New Year from DBE!

As always, the lifestyles of the
deafblind are most important to
us at DBE; as is reaching out to
those who may be in need of our
service. We are very pleased to
have gained 25 new clients across
the regions this year, and to have
received a grand total of 3748

Take a look at our 2017 accomplishments
on Page 2

One of our new service-users
commented:
“Excellent service, I don’t know
how I managed without them!”
As well as enabling our serviceusers to go about day-to-day
activities, we are very proud to
have helped establish a friendly
and sociable community amongst
those affected by deafblindness.
By teaching deafblind manual, we
help broaden communication
abilities for those with dualsensory loss, and those without.
Through group outings and
annual events like the Deafblind
Rally and Christmas parties,
deafblind people all over the
country are able to widen their
social horizon by meeting with
others with similar experiences.

Special mentions and words from
our friends!
Read what members of the DBE
community have to say on Page 5

Extra information
More info on the Canute and the bionic vision technology on Page 6

Interested in our services?
We offer:
• Specialist Communicatorguide / deafblind interpreter
support
• Deafblind Specialist
Assessments and follow-up
work
• Self-Assessment
Questionnaires and Support
Planning
• Reviews
• Rehabilitation Services
• Specialist Training
• Sensory Audits
• Consultancy
• Project Management,
• Specialist Supervisions
Staff Management
• Deafblind Forums

Get in touch!
Email:
admin@deafblind-enablement.co.uk
Phone: 01733 686 969
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Our Proudest
Achievements
What a year it has been! As we continue to grow as a business and as a
community, we at DBE like to take every opportunity to educate others on how
we can all help improve the lives of deafblind people. This year has swept us
through a whirlwind of such opportunities: a range of DBE-designed courses on
deafblindness have succeeded around the country, all written and delivered by
our founder and specialist Debbie James.

Birmingham City University
We are especially honored to
acknowledge the completion of the
first round of students to take
Debbie’s BSc double module in
Specialist Deafblind Assessment
and Service Provision at Birmingham City University. Under Debbie’s
professional tuition and guidance, 14
hardworking students achieved 30
credits toward their Bachelor of
Science degree course Specialist
Complex Needs Rehabilitation Work
(Visual Impairment) BSc.
Congratulations to the students;
what a wonderful achievement!
Signature
Training programmes took place this
year at our Peterborough Head
Office, Signature in Durham and
Sight for Surrey, where participants
completed Signature’s Level 2 DBG
Communicator-Guide qualification.
Held and run by DBE, the course is
independently assessed by Deafblind
Assessors, while Deafblind
Awareness Officers share their
valuable and insightful experiences,
in aid of the course-takers. In a whirl
of positive feedback, Debbie was
rated as a ‘Very Good’ trainer by
100% of participants, many of whom
described the course delivery as:
‘encouraging’, ‘passionate’,
‘interesting’ and ‘inclusive’.

“I thought the course content was
great. There was a good mixture of
practical and theory.” ~ Phoebe
(course participant)
Many keen learners also took part in
Signature’s Level 3 module Insights
into Mobility and Implications for
Communication with Deafblind
Individuals. Participants took to the
streets with simulation and mobility
equipment to experience the day-today communication struggles of
deafblind people, and to learn how
they can be best assisted.

Association of Directors of Adult
Social Services (ADASS)
This year, Debbie was thrilled to
receive an invitation to give a
presentation at the quarterly physical
and sensory impairment network
meeting of ADASS. Debbie delivered a
30-minute presentation to raise
awareness of deafblindness, and of
the work we do here at DBE. Her
presentation was sent to 400 Local
Authorities, who can help distribute
awareness throughout many regions.
We would like to give special thanks to
Norfolk sensory team manager Paul
Bowerbank for inviting Debbie to
come along.
First Aid Training
Congratulations to those of our Essex
staff team who completed their First
Aid training this November!

Birmingham City University
BSc Double-Module:
Specialist Deafblind Assessment and
Service Provision (40 credits) This
module is part of the Specialist Complex Needs Rehabilitation Work (Visual
Impairment) BSc (Hons).
Interested? Visit BCU’s website to
find out more:
www.bcu.ac.uk/courses/search/rehabilitation-work-visual-impairment-top-up2018-19

Association of Directors of Adult
Social Services
Want to know more?
Access Debbie’s presentation:
https://www.visionuk.org.uk/download/ADASS-presentation-December2017-Debbie-James.pdf

Visit the Adass website:
www.adass.org.uk

Signature
For more information on training
courses run in alliance with Signature,
go to:
http://www.signature.org.uk/deafblind Or
phone DBE at 01733 686 969

Interested in Sight for Surrey? Visit
them at:
www.sightforsurrey.org.uk
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What’s been happening?
DBE’s events of 2017
From the starting line of 2018, we look back on the year gone by as one
of happy memories! A year of exciting events, 2017 has swept us
through our 5th annual deafblind Rally, a trip to the Clacton Air Show,
communicator-guides assisting deafblind people on holiday, trips and of
course, Christmas parties!

5th Annual Deafblind Rally
On the 6th of October 2017, we held
our fifth Deafblind Rally at The
Farmers in Yaxley, Peterborough.
Members of the deafblind
community came together from all
over England to spend time
interacting with new and old
friends, to share an exceptional
carvery lunch, and to learn about
some fascinating new enabling
technologies like the Canute
prototype and Pixium Vision’s
bionic vision restoration
technology. The Canute, a newly
developed braille reading device
programmed to allow users to read
pages at a time, was very popular
amongst the guests, and received
many keen hands to give it a try.
Meanwhile, DBE’s own Deafblind
Awareness Officer Ron Langridge

This December,
we celebrated
the 7th birthday
of Deafblind
Enablement
Ltd!

gave hope of what the future may
hold for the blind, sharing his
experience as the first deafblind
person to receive Pixium Vision’s
second generation retinal implant,
Iris 2, as part of an exciting clinical
trial to restore long-lost vision.
A parade of smiles at the end of the
day indicated that good times were
had by all. A lovely piece of memorabilia was made in the form of a
poster, featuring lovely comments
about DBE from our service users:

“DBE is my lifeline for socializing
and accessing the community”
~Anonymous

“Just keep doing what you are
doing. You are all great!” ~Julia

Image courtesy of Roger Wilson-Hind:
David Broom and Thomas Lafferty enjoying
a pint and interacting in deafblind manual.

For more information on the Canute Prototype and the Retinal Implant technology, see page 6!
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What we’ve been up to (continued!)
Clacton Air Show
On August 24th 2017, a group of Deafblind Enablement
communicator-guides and service-users ventured out to
Clacton’s annual Air Show, a popular event attended by
over 100,000 guests! Each year, Clacton-on-sea is
transformed into a viewing area for impressive aerobic
displays, where our staff and service-users excitedly
observed a long list of flights including the RAF Red
Arrows, Tigers Parachute Display Team, OTTO the
helicopter and more!
Image: Pam House, Deanne Ruston, Sam Tracey and Sue
Waite at the 2017 Clacton Air Show

Regional Christmas Parties
People gathered at Christmas parties in both
Peterborough and the North East this December, to
celebrate the festive season together over a lovely
dinner. We were impressed to see some very welldressed guests, and happy smiles in the spirit of
Christmas!

Holidays
DBE’s Communicator-guides supported deafblind
people to Northern Ireland, Sheffield, Norfolk,
Cambridge, Liverpool and Durham.

Julia wins at Guinea Pig Shows
Congratulations to Julia Kimbell for receiving
commendations throughout the year for showing
her Guinea Pigs at regional Cavy Club events

Fancy a flyer?

Get in touch by emailing
admin@deafblind-enablement.co.uk

Images:
Above: Thomas
Lafferty and Marie
Igo communicate
using deafblind
manual
Left: Sharon, Kay,
Marie and Kate
looking dashing in
their party hats!
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Words from our Friends
Sue Waite, Specialist
Deafblind Worker (Essex)

“It's been a busy year in Essex! As
our database of new Service Users
grow, we have welcomed Jan,
Deanne & Lauraine as our new
Communicator- Guides. Annette
and I have held 3 Deafblind
Awareness training sessions at
University City London Hospital,
London which have been very
successful and well attended by
medical professionals. Service Users
continue to attend Essex County
Council meetings and have support
for their health appointments. We
have had 2 Cochlea Implant
operations this year! More on a
social side, they have enjoyed many
different activities, from going to
the theatre or out for a meal to
attending Clacton Air Show or
enjoying a break in Great Yarmouth.
All very enjoyable for everyone!
Looking forward to 2018!”

Annette, Service User

“What I wanted to say is a huge
thank you to DBE. Your
knowledge and expertise are unsurpassed in the deafblind/sensory impaired field. I feel privileged to have learned from the
best and always seek to learn
more. You inspire me.
My appreciation and gratitude
just overflow for how you took
me through my PIP assessment,
as well as Marion supporting me
to fill in the forms in my own
words. My anxiety was sky high
and I really don't know how
others cope without the right
support which I got from you and
from Marion. It has given me a
deeper insight into the barriers
and challenges for deafblind
people, and how they can be
overcome. This year my
confidence has grown from the
regular support of DBE through
their communicator guide service
in Essex. Thank you so much all
of you who have worked with
me.”

Special Mentions
A great big thank you to all of our
Deafblind Awareness Officers for
assisting with our specialist
training:
Charlie Turrell
Steven Hazelhurst
Julia Kimbell
Pauline Brown
Pam Watling
Ron Langridge
Alberta Rochester
Annette Bodsworth
Thomas Lafferty
Patricia Skivington
Happy birthday to Pam Watling,
who celebrated her 80 th and
Diane Brown, who celebrated her
70th this year!

Congratulations to Dorreen Heath,
DBE’s Awareness Officer, as she
celebrated her 25th year working for
Deafblind UK!

We would like to give a special
mention to Paula Smith, who
joined our head office staff team
this year! A big welcome to you,
and to all our new communicatorguides in every region: Sharon
Bentley, Lauraine Savvides, Jan
Galbraith, Deanne Ruston,
Elaine Dawson and Margaret
Greer - welcome to the team!
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Extra Information

The Canute

Pixium Vision

DBE’s 2017 Deafblind Rally was attended by Stephanie
Sergeant, Director of Vision Through Sound, who
kindly brought along the Canute prototype for guests
to experience. Steph describes the Canute:

One of DBE’s own Deafblind Awareness Officers Ron
Langridge is the first deafblind person to be part of Pixium
Vision’s clinical trial for their bionic vision restoration
technology. The Iris 2 implant is the second generation of
the product, one that allows the subject to rebuild their
sight. The Iris 2 implant is made of three components: a
retinal implant, a pair of electronic glasses, and a connected
to pocket computer. Inside the glasses is a camera, which
sends video signals to the computer, which then connects
the visual information back to the eye’s retina, where the
implant stimulates the remaining photoreceptor cells. This
astonishing piece of technology is a hugely significant step
in re-establish vision in patients.

‘I think the Canute is going to be amazing for deafblind
Braille readers, as they cannot appreciate audio books, the
Canute can make available hundreds if not thousands of
books that they would otherwise not be able to read.
Free translators like Robobraille and Braille Blaster mean
that any books or electronic text from the internet, can be
translated to be read on the Canute.’

The Canute is the world’s first Braille E-reader, featuring a 360-cell refreshable display (nine lines of forty
characters), and an onboard memory with space for
thousands of Braille files. E-books, mathematical formulae, and musical notation can all be displayed accurately by the Canute. The next Canute prototype will
be unveiled in February 2018, in anticipation of the
product’s release in the Spring season.
For more information, go to www.bristolbraille.co.uk

Pixium Vision have since begun developing its third
generation product, commencing a clinical study for
generation 3 in Paris, which aims to involve a less invasive
surgery, and to overcome current technological restraints.
“These people were in the dark, and we are bringing them back
into a new sense of vision” ~Khalid Ishaque, CEO of Pixium
Vision.
Ron gave a speech at the Rally and thanked all of DBE’s
communicator-guides who assisted him with attending his
appointments. Ron says:“ I was over the moon when the implant glasses were switched on for the first time and I saw a
round image of a ball – amazing”.
Image: Ron Langridge and Guy Scholes (DBE’s Specialist
Deafblind Worker NE)

Image: Director Steph showing Julia the Canute
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